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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 18-20, which belong to Group II 
and Species 3 in the reply filed on April 7, 2008, is acknowledged. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because Figs. 1 and 2 use empty blocks to 
illustrate the invention, the figures as shown makes difficult to understand the 
disclosed invention, the name of the elements (blocks) in the figures should have a 
label with the entire name of the respective element unless the size of the block is too 
small to have the name labeled. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled 
as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures 
must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the 
several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the 
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changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed 
of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Moreton et al., US Patent 5,835,133. 

Regarding claim 18, if the body of a claim fully and intrinsically sets forth all of 
the limitations of the claimed invention, and the preamble merely states, for example, 
the purpose or intended use of the invention, rather than any distinct definition of any 
of the claimed invention's limitations, then the preamble is not considered a limitation 
and is of no significance to claim construction. The claim preamble must be read in 
the context of the entire claim. Therefore, the portion "in particular for use in carrying 
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out a televisit" as written was not considered as a limitation since is stated as an 
intended use in the preamble. See MPEP § 21 1 1 .02. 

Moreton et al. discloses a 3D-camera (See fig. 2A), comprising an objective 
(Fig. 2A: 90) and a camera chip (Fig. 2A: 50), characterized in that the objective (Fig. 
2A: 90) includes two recording devices (90a and 90b as shown in fig. 2A) for recording 
partial images (110 and 210 as shown in fig. 2A) of an original (col. 5, lines 16-47) of 
which the image is to be produced, from two different recording directions (Note that 
the partial images are captured from different recording directions as shown with paths 
60a and 60b in fig. 2A; col. 5, lines 16-47), wherein a respective partial image is 
produced for each direction (See partial images 1 10 and 210 as shown in fig. 2A; col. 
5, line 56 - col. 6, line 26), and the objective (Fig. 2A: 90) is such that both partial 
images (110 and 210 as shown in fig. 2A) are produced on the camera chip (Fig. 2A: 
50) in mutually juxtaposed relationship (As shown in fig. 2A, the partial images 110 and 
210 are projected to portions 50a and 50b of said camera chip 50 such that said partial 
images are in mutually juxtaposed relationship on said camera chip; col. 5, line 17 - 
col. 6, line 35). 

Regarding claim 19, Moreton et al. discloses that the objective (Fig. 2A: 90) 
has more than two recording devices (90a and 90b as shown in fig. 2A) for recording 
partial images of an original (col. 5, lines 16-47) of which the image is to be produced, 
from more than two different recording directions (Note that the partial images are 
captured from different recording directions as shown with paths 60a and 60b in fig. 
2A; col. 5, lines 16-47), wherein a respective partial image (See partial images 110 and 
210 as shown in fig. 2A; col. 5, line 56 - col. 6, line 26) is produced for each direction, 
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and the recording devices (90a and 90b as shown in fig. 2A) are so designed that all 
partial images are produced on the camera chip (Fig. 2A: 50) in mutually juxtaposed 
relationship (As shown in fig. 2A, the partial images 110 and 210 are projected to 
portions 50a and 50b of said camera chip 50 such that said partial images are in 
juxtaposed relationship on said camera chip; col. 5, line 17 - col. 6, line 35). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Moreton et al., US Patent 5,835,133 as applied to claim 18 above, in view of 
Beste, US Patent 3,251,933 and further in view of Hankawa et al., US Patent 
5,727,239. 

Regarding claim 20, although Moreton et al. discloses that the recording 
device (9a and 90b) have a common rear lens (lens 45 as shown in fig. 2A) but does 
not explicitly disclose that that each recording device has its own front and its own rear 
lens. 

However, Beste discloses a 3D-camera (See figs. 1 and 6), comprising an 
objective (See lens system as shown in figs. 1 and 6) and a camera (image tube 10 
having a light responsive surface 1 1 as shown in fig. 1 ; see also fig. 6), characterized 
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in that the objective (See lens system as shown in figs. 1 and 6) includes two recording 
devices (as shown in fig. 1 , see lens system related to a right image path R composed 
of front lens 24 and mirror 28; and lens system related to a left image path L composed 
of front lens 22 and mirror 26. See also in fig. 6a similar structure having two lens 
system to capture portions of an object from different directions; col. 2, line 28 - col. 3, 
line 1 ) for recording partial images (col. 2, line 28 - col. 3, line 1 ; col. 4, lines 4-21 ) of 
an original (object shown in figs. 1 and 6) of which the image is to be produced, from 
two different recording directions (Note that the two portions of the image is taken 
using the two different lens systems which capture the image from two different 
directions; col. 2, line 28 - col. 3, line 1; col. 4, lines 4-21), wherein a respective partial 
image is produced for each direction, and the objective (See lens system as shown in 
figs. 1 and 6) is such that both partial images are produced on the camera (image tube 
10 having a light responsive surface 11 as shown in fig. 1; see also fig. 6) in mutually 
juxtaposed relationship (as shown in fig. 6, the two image signal paths are directed to a 
first and a second portion on the image tube in mutually juxtaposed relationship such 
that the camera can receive the two image portions simultaneously; col. 4, lines 4-21). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Moreton et al. in view of Beste as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply the concept of having independent front lenses for each 
of the recording device as taught in Beste to modify the teaching of Moreton et al. by 
using an independent front lens for each of the recording devices. The motivation to 
do so would have been to allow proper focusing of the portion or area of interest to the 
internal component on each of the recording devices. 
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Although the combined teaching of Moreton et al. in view of Beste teaches the 
use of a common rear lens, the combined teaching of Moreton et al. in view of Beste 
fails to teach that each recording device has its own rear lens. 

However, Hankawa et al. discloses a camera (See fig. 1) arranged to facilitate 
stereoscopic photography (Col. 1 , lines 42-48), comprising an objective (See lens 
system as shown in fig. 1 ) and a camera chip (Fig. 1 : 6), characterized in that the 
objective (See lens system as shown in fig. 1) includes two recording devices (as 
shown in fig. 1 , a first recording device composed on mirrors, 1a, 2a and 3a, and rear 
lenses 4a and 5a; also a second recording device composed on mirrors, 1b, 2b and 
3b, and rear lenses 4b and 5b) for recording partial images of an original (See fig. 1 ) of 
which the image is to be produced, and the objective (See lens system as shown in fig. 
1) is such that both partial images are produced on the camera chip (Fig. 1 : 6) in 
mutually juxtaposed relationship (Note that the two images are projected to the image 
sensor 6 in mutually juxtaposed relationship such that the camera would be able to 
capture stereoscopic images using a single sensor; col. 2, lines 24-56). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Moreton et al. in view of Beste and 
further in view of Hankawa et al. as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of an 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply the concept of 
having independent rear lenses for each of the recording device as taught in Hankawa 
et al. to modify the teaching of Moreton et al. and Beste by using by independent rear 
lens for each of the recording devices. The motivation to do so would have been to 
allow proper projection of the partial images to the different camera ship areas thus 
allowing a proper capture of the areas of interest related to a 3D image. 
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Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nelson D. Hernandez whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-731 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571) 272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Nelson D. Hernandez 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2622 

NDHH 

April 30, 2008 

/Lin Ye/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



